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laborative programs, and create and promote relevant standards and pr
actices. RLG developed a system of collecting levels (see listing bel
ow), known as the RLG Conspectus, intended primarily for the uniform
evaluation of collections in research libraries. The use of these col
lecting levels evolved from a tool for evaluation into a meaningful s
et of descriptors employed in library collection policy statements. U
pdates to the RLG Conspectus ended in 1997, and RLG became a part of
OCLC in 2006. In 2015 the Collection Development Office (CDO) undertoo
k a long—term project to update the Library’ s Collection Policy Stat
ements, most of which incorporated use of the RLG Conspectus. After r
eviewing the current use of the RLG Conspectus among several academic
libraries in the United States and the collection development polici
es of national libraries in several foreign countries, and after cons
ultation with several Library of Congress recommending officers, CDO
decided to retain use of these collecting levels in the Library’ s Co
llection Policy Statements. It should be noted that these collecting 1
evels are aspirational in nature. That is, they are goals for guiding
our collecting policies. Changing resources in, for example, budgets
or human capital, may require adjustments in collection building, es
pecially at the comprehensive level.Out—of-Scope: The Library does no
t collect in this area.Minimal Level: A subject area in which few sel
ections are made beyond very basic works. For foreign law collections,
this includes statutes and codes.Basic Information Level: A collecti
on of up—to—date general materials that serve to introduce and define
a subject and to indicate the varieties of information available els
ewhere. It may include dictionaries, encyclopedias, selected editions
of important works, historical surveys, bibliographies, handbooks, a
few major periodicals, in the minimum number that will serve the pur
pose. A basic information collection is not sufficiently intensive to
support any courses of independent study in the subject area involve
d. For law collections, this includes selected monographs and loose-1
eaf titles in American law and case reports and digests in foreign la
w. Instructional Support Level: A collection that in a university is a

dequate to support undergraduate and most graduate instruction, or su
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stained independent study; that is, adequate to maintain knowledge of
a subject required for limited or generalized purposes, of less than
research intensity. It includes a wide range of basic monographs, co
mplete collections of works of more important writers, selections fro
m the works of secondary writers, a selection of representative journ
als, and reference tools and fundamental bibliographical apparatus pe
rtaining to the subject. In American law collections, this includes c¢
omprehensive trade publications and loose—leaf materials, and for for
eign law, periodicals and monographs. Research Level: A collection tha
t includes the major published source materials required for disserta
tions and independent research, including materials containing resear
ch reporting, new findings, scientific experimental results, and othe
r information useful to researchers. It is intended to include all im
portant reference works and a wide selection of specialized monograph
s, as well as a very extensive collection of journals and major index
ing and abstracting services in the field. Older material is retained
for historical research. Government documents are included in Americ
an and foreign law collections. Comprehensive Level: A collection whic
h, so far as is reasonably possible, includes all significant works o
f recorded knowledge (publications, manuscripts, and other forms), in
all applicable languages, for a necessarily defined and limited fiel
d. This level of collecting intensity is one that maintains a ” speci
al collection.” The aim, if not achievement, is exhaustiveness. Older
material is retained for historical research. In law collections, th
is includes manuscripts, dissertations, and material on non—legal asp
ects. ” ZF : "XETEBEERZR 101 RS, " £F: "KINKRRE,
EiF 4 REAMEARE  ELERE. FARREERN— M FERFIERRY
K ELASE , BeEHE | BMERERIEABIBAREE. " £F @ "TXH
A —ESE. " £F . "HXUNMR—EHEE2EAE 3 REAHERS
BET. " Bif: "XTEEER  BERIZ1T , ERBRTEARAER
KEBE. FIBEUEBESFFRME  —EFEEAVIRZL. " Bl ik
FAVEBEERREZIZSE N X, B EtUAIEIE T eI EmkER.
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